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S| Base Units
Physical Quantity Name of Unit  Abbreviation
Mass Kilogram kg
Length Meter m
Time Second s* *The abbreviation sec is frequently used.
Temperature Kelvin K
Amount of substance Mole mol
Electric current Ampere A
Luminous intensity Candela cd




Selected Prefixed Used in the Metric System

Prefix Abbreviation Meaning Example

Giga G 100 1 gigameter(Gm)=1x10°m
Mega M 106 1 megameter(Mm)=1x108m
Kilo k 103 1 kilometer(km)=1x103m
Deci d 101 1 decimeter(dm)=1x10-m
Centi c 102 1 centimeter(cm)=1x10-2m
Milli m 103 1 millimeter(mm)=1x10-3m
Micro u 106 1 micrometer( « m)=1x10-m
Nano n 10-° 1 nanometer(nm)=1x10-°m
Pico p 1012 1 picometer(pm)=1x10-12m
Femto f 1015 1 fentometer(fm)=1x10-15m
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