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Prof. Yin Fu-Sheng
No.9, Alley 16, Iane 18,

Wen-Chou Street, Ho-Ping East Road
Taipei, Formosa,

Aug. 21, 1961,

President Hu,
Academia Sinica

Dear Dr. Hu:

Last time I told you the research work I conceived to do., Iet
me take the sent opportunity to explain it briefly:
(1) Vetahistory

The purpose of this topic is twofold: one is gemeral and the
other is specific. Generally, it is for the purpose of setting up, by
the application of the fundamentals of behavior science and logical
analysis, a comparatively strictly theoretical consolidation of written
history as a compartment of kmowledge which must be as objective and
scientifically intelligible as some other compartments of modern social
science, If this purpose is to be achieved, then a methodological
scrutinization is badly needed,  Specifically, I hope to have a coordina-
tion of this methodological serutinization with the study of Chinese
history in itself, especially some of its modern phases.

(2) Amalytical History of Thought in Modern China

It is obvious that varlous trends of thought and ideology,
including the politieal which have been pervading in modern China, have
ever been much influencing or even dmdmat.:l_ng to a considerable extemb
the actual multi-revolutionary movements in Modern China. Therefore an
exposure of the "reahty“ of the 'bhougi:bs and ideologies would contribute
mch to a p ing unders China,

3) Semnrt.ical Analysis of Historical Documents

Chinese language is highly intricate in its function., Evading,
irony, innuendo, twisting, proverb, pun, squib, eulogy, euphemism,
mefapbpr forbidden ground, and so on are always the knots that are even
too i.ntricate for the everage Chinese to identify and clarity, In
general, the semantical problems in Chinese language are to be met with

sufficient seriousness, particularly when we are working for Chinese
written history, otherwise we shall be at a loss to explain it, In this
comnection, a formal and large scale analysis of the documents of Chinese
history is indispensable.

As you can well apprehend, the above-mentioned themes, though
specified separately, are really interconnected to some extent, and, as
a new approach, you can well apprehend too that they might be h:.ghjy
beneficial to the improvement of the study of Chinese history. However,
being a "New Frontier", there are here on Formosa no facilities necessary
for the putting forth uf such research work. Therefore, in order to
realize my urgent expectation, please kindly do me a favor to see if in
the States there is any suitable chance for me to undertake such a sort

of work.
Very Respectfully yours,
/L{ i~ Fu-S
¥in Fu-Sheng
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